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Books on Homeschooling 

 

Beyond Survival A Guide to Abundant-Life Homeschooling   

by Diana Waring. This book is a real gem, packed with encouraging words, laugh out loud 
conversational style writing and loads of information.  The book is put together in three 
sections: The Preparation, The Journey and The Abundance.  Some of the chapters are 
Education Redefined, Evaluations:Testing Your Progress, Creating an Atmosphere OR, 
Beauty and the Best and Forever Family Friendships.  At the end of each chapter Diana lists 
several recommended resources for further information and the books/authors that 
helped and inspired her family in their homeschool adventure. 

 What was especially helpful to me was a clear and understandable explanation of learning 
styles.  But along with that, Diana goes beyond and gives great word-pictures and practical 
application ideas to help you really put the information to work in your home.  I hope you 
will, as I did, have several "a-ha!" moments, when you realize she is describing your child! 

  

Reaping the Harvest: The Bounty of Abundant-Life Homeschooling 

by Diana Waring. This book is written for families that have reached the teen years and 
offers practical advice for building lasting relationships, mentoring your children as they 
mature into young adults and finally realizing the dream of the future. 

This book is also written in three sections:  Tilling the Ground, Sowing the Seed and 
Reaping the Harvest.  Some chapter titles are Got Teens?, Don't Check Your Brains at the 
Door, Who's in Charge Here?, Becoming World Changers and Let My People Go.   

 

Help for the Harried Homeschooler  

by Christine M. Field. I read this book a few years ago and would recommend it to new and 
veteran homeschoolers—harried or not.  I found it a pleasure to read and extremely 
difficult to put down.  The author’s style of writing is witty and draws from personal 
experience.  I don’t have the book in front of me, but my notes indicate the book covers the 
following topics:  staying balanced, discipline, choosing curriculum, character education, 
life skills education, teaching helps, sibling conflicts, sane socialization, and avoiding 
homeschool burnout.  This book will undoubtedly encourage and entertain you.   

 

Charlotte Mason Companion: Personal Reflections on the Gentle Art of Learning  

by Karen Andreola. In this book Karen Andreola has done a wonderful job of interpreting 
Charlotte Mason’s ideas into plain English, and she offers many suggestions for 
implementing these sound ideas.   



Heritage Builders Curriculum Share  

2  

 

Books on Homeschooling (continued) 

 

The Heart of Wisdom Teaching Approach  

by Robin Sampson. This book not only inspired and motivated me to make the Word of God 
my main focus in educating my children, but it helped me to do just that.  Reading this book 
has been a heart and home-school changing experience for me. 

The 503-page book is divided into the following five sections: 

Section One:  Lessons from Exodus—tells of the Sampson’s homeschool journey and will 
encourage you to focus on God and His plan. 

Section Two:  Rethinking Christian Education—gives a brief history of education and a 
presents a strong case for returning to the Hebraic method of education. 

Section Three:  Heart of Wisdom Methods—defines the four main learning styles, gives a 
four-step system (Excite, Examine, Expand, and Excel) that will teach to all four learning 
styles, and will teach you how to combine this system with the delight-directed method. 

Section Four:  Heart of Wisdom Directions—details how to use the Heart of Wisdom 
Teaching Approach while teaching History chronologically using the popular four-year plan 
while integrating writing and language skills. 

Section Five:  Resources—contains invaluable information on creating your own unit 
studies, choosing and using resources, and wonderful resource lists for history, science, life 
skills, and even classics to read. 

 

Educating the WholeHearted Child: A Handbook for Christian Home Education 

By Clay and Sally Clarkson. This book gives practical ideas, teaching methods and lifestyle 
suggestions.  The chapter on teaching approaches gives a great explanation of the 
homeschool “lingo” (e.g., unit studies, charlotte mason, classical, etc.).  It includes great 
reading and resource lists  as well as reproducible forms for planning and records. 

 

The Three R’s Series 

By Ruth Beechick.  These are three small books for grades K-3 that covers Language, 
Reading and Arithmetic.  Ruth gives simple and practical advice on starting out.  She also 
wrote:  You Can Teach Your Child Successfully: Grades 4-8. 

 

Rainbow Resource Catalog)  

This catalog doesn’t give advice or instruction on homeschooling, but it does provide a lot 
of information on books and curriculum.  (www.rainbowresource.com 

 

 

http://www.rainbowresource.com/
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Books on Homeschooling (continued) 

 

Web Pages: 

Homeschool Reviews (www.homeschoolreviews.com) provides reviews from other 
homeschoolers on a large variety of curriculum.  Not all the opinions agree but there are 
many informational posts that can help you make decisions. 

  

Cathy Duffy Reviews (www.cathyduffyreviews.com) provides reviews from the author’s 
(Cathy Duffy) perspective.  She gives good insight as to how some curriculum is laid out.  If, 
however,  the curriculum appears in her book 100 Top Picks then the review is not posted 
and you are referred to the book. 

 

Donna Young Forms:  (www.donnayoung.org)  home school forms like attendance 
records, planning calendars etc and ideas for different curriculum subjects 
  
Paula's archives website (www.redshift.com/~bonajo) Lots of ideas: lunch ideas, 
curriculum ideas, home schooling with preschoolers/babies, organizing, and much more 

http://www.homeschoolreviews.com/
http://www.cathyduffyreviews.com/
http://www.donnayoung.org/
http://www.redshift.com/~bonajo


Heritage Builders Curriculum Share  

4  

 

History 

 

Mystery of History   
 
(www.themysteryofhistory.com) This excellent curriculum was written by a 
homeschooling mom from Ohio.  It starts with Creation and moves chronologically through 
both world and Biblical history.  The author is a great storyteller, so the lessons are 
interesting and fun to read.  She points out in every lesson how God's hand is at work in 
every aspect and event in history.  The book is divided into three lesson "weeks", and with 
each lesson there are follow up activities suggested for each age group (younger K-3, 
middle 4-8 and older 9-12).  The activities range from crafts, dress up and role playing to 
research on related topics.  Many other curricular areas are suggested, such as art, writing, 
science, geography and reading.   
  
Also included with each three lesson "week" are photos from around the world, exercises, 
quizzes, quarterly worksheets,  semester tests and mapping assignments.  She also 
encourages each student to write "memory cards" in which they summarize each lesson. 
  
One of the best parts of the program for our family has been the timeline activities.  At the 
end of three lessons, the author suggests adding to a timeline.  We put ours on our 
bathroom wall and made our own figures each time.  We learned so much and it was 
wonderful to see each figure come to life with my kids' own personalities.  The author 
makes great suggestions on how to depict each person/event so that it can truly be 
remembered when you see it weeks later.  For instance, to depict ancient Egypt, we made a 
triangular "pyramid" with a small person wrapped up in layers of toilet paper for a 
mummy. 
  
The author has completed the first two volumes, Creation - the Resurrection and the Early 
Church - the Middle Ages.  The next volume is due out in January, 2008 and will cover the 
reformation - growth of empires (I think!). 
 

Greenleaf Press History  
 
(www.themysteryofhistory.com) We've also used the Greenleaf Press material from the 
Old Testament up through the Renaissance.  You buy a set of books that include a study 
guide and a book about famous men of the time period you are studying.  Then they have 
other books about different things from the time period for instance books about pyramids, 
deserts, and King Tut for Egypt.  The Old Testament book could be used for a family 
devotional also.  
 

http://www.themysteryofhistory.com/
http://www.themysteryofhistory.com/
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History (continued) 
 
Tapestry of Grace   

From the website (www.tapestryofgrace.com):  Tapestry is a curriculum designed to meet 
the needs of your whole family: K-Mom! It is all of the following, and more...   

 Organized by a chronological study of the history of the world (including America)  

 An integrated, unit-study approach to Classical Education content  
 A complete humanities program that uses whole books and the Great Books  
 A program that equips you to disciple world-changing apologists for the Christian 

faith  
 A program that means you really can homeschool through high school  

 Designed for teachers first, so that parents can teach, not just administer, their 
homeschools  

Veritas Press History  

 
(www.veritaspress.com) This is a biblical-classical curriculum that covers all of history in 
five years (grades 2-6).  

The core ingredient, the flashcards, has 32 cards (you cover about 1 per week).  Each card 
has a beautiful picture (often a famous painting) on one side and a summary of the event on 
the other.  It also lists additional reading recommendations.  The Teacher's Manual 
contains a worksheet, at least one project and a test for each card. Throughout the manuals 
you will find reading guides for some of the recommended books,  illustrations, games, art 
projects, theatrical scripts, maps and more.  (They also do the same thing for the Bible.  You 
go through key events of the entire Bible in 4 years.) 

 
All Through The Ages:  History through Literature Guide  
By Christine Miller. Although not curriculum, this is a huge list of wonderful books. 
 
The Victor Journey through the Bible  
By V. Gilbert Beers. We use this for history, but you might want it with the Bible resources. 
 
www.bensguide.gpo.gov (Ben's guide to US government for kids)-lots of history 
information, coloring pictures and some games.  One of our favorite games is a United 
States matching game.  It has three levels.  It has an outline of the United States and all the 
states at the bottom and the kids must grab them and put them in the right place on the 
map.  (level 1 has state outlines/level 2 is harder with a blank map)  Level 3 has the state 
names at the bottom and the kids match the names to the states on the map.   
 

http://www.tapestryofgrace.com/
http://www.veritaspress.com/
http://www.bensguide.gpo.gov/
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History (continued) 
 
Education Trunks from the Indiana State Museum: 
 
 Education Trunks give your students hands-on activities to help them learn about 
Indiana's art, science, and culture. Our interactive trunks, such as the one for "Indiana and 
the Civil War" at right, include props such as books, "artifacts," posters and activities. Each 
trunk also includes a teacher's manual.  You may borrow trunks for a two-week period, 
which includes shipping time. All trunks will be mailed on Monday and must be returned to 
the museum by Monday. The cost is $15 per trunk, plus return shipping. Call 317.232.1637 
for more information or to reserve an educational trunk.  Trunk programs include:  Folk 
Art: Indiana Stories and Traditions, The Hoosier Group, Indiana and the Civil War, Indiana 
Quilts: A Colorful Tradition, Indiana’s Ice Age Animals, Painters of Indiana, Printmaking, 
Indiana in Lincoln's Time.  
http://www.in.gov/ism/ForEducators/Homeschools/index.aspx 
 
History craft books (write up from Love to Learn catalog-sample pages on Amazon.com) 

 
1.Colonial Kids:  Colonial kids made their own toys, like wooden spinning tops and 
cornhusk or yarn dolls, and played homemade games like shooting marbles, rolling 
a hoop and skipping hopscotch. Join in the fun by making these and many other 
colonial crafts such as floating "Betty lamps", candied orange peel, a quill pen and 
homemade ink, a colonial wig out of batting, a sailor's compass, dipped candles, 
homemade cough syrup, paper quilling and more. Includes a recipe section with 
traditional colonial foods that are easy to make such as churned butter, hasty 
pudding, trenchers, and baked apples.  
 2. More Than Moccasins:  This kid's activity guide to traditional North American 
Indian life will make your study of Indians unforgettable! Simple instructions, 
drawings and easy-to-find materials are detailed so you can make more than 100 
easy, fun crafts and projects. Sections cover everyday life, things to wear, song and 
dance, toys, games, Indian foods, communication and Indian childhood. Every boy 
will want to make himself a "bear claw" necklace! Make smoke signals, weave a 
basket, cook fried squash blossoms and beef jerky, play "throw sticks", create a 
feather headdress or a fancy dance bustle, shake a "turtle shell" rattle (made from 
paper plates), handcraft a Kachina doll, a spinning top, plus more. These simple 
hands-on projects will make a lasting impression—a fun way to study history!  
 3. Westward Ho! An Activity Guide to the Wild West:  more than 50 fun hands-
on activities will give you a taste of daily life in early America from Lewis and Clark, 
mountain men, the gold rush, pioneers in covered wagons, settlers building cabins, 
to riding the range with the cowboys. Curl your hair in rags, sew an easy pioneer 
bonnet, cook up some homemade trail crackers or "Son-of-a-Gun Stew", oil paper for 
log cabin windows, pan for gold, sing cowboy "saddle songs", play "Button, Button", 
and more!  
  
 
 

http://www.in.gov/ism/ForEducators/EducatorOutreach/eo_folkart.aspx
http://www.in.gov/ism/ForEducators/EducatorOutreach/eo_folkart.aspx
http://www.in.gov/ism/ForEducators/EducatorOutreach/eo_folkart.aspx
http://www.in.gov/ism/ForEducators/EducatorOutreach/eo_hsergrp.aspx
http://www.in.gov/ism/ForEducators/EducatorOutreach/eo_incvwar.aspx
http://www.in.gov/ism/ForEducators/EducatorOutreach/eo_quilts.aspx
http://www.in.gov/ism/ForEducators/EducatorOutreach/eo_quilts.aspx
http://www.in.gov/ism/ForEducators/EducatorOutreach/eo_quilts.aspx
http://www.in.gov/ism/ForEducators/EducatorOutreach/eo_iceage.aspx
http://www.in.gov/ism/ForEducators/EducatorOutreach/eo_painter.aspx
http://www.in.gov/ism/ForEducators/EducatorOutreach/eo_prntmkg.aspx
http://www.in.gov/ism/ForEducators/EducatorOutreach/eo_lincoln.aspx
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Bible, Character, Family Worship, Missions 
 
Doorposts  
 
(www.doorposts.net) The Doorpost mission is to supply Bible-based, parent-designed, 
family-tested products to help you apply Scripture in your home. They have books on 
parenting, marriage, etc.   They have free printouts on their site as well. 
 
We especially like “For Instruction in Righteousness”.  This is a topical reference guide for 
biblical character training.  It lists the character trait (e.g., stubbornness/self-will) then lists 
scripture references for things like: what happens or should happen to the person with this 
trait, what the trait is likened to, blessings for a submissive spirit, stories that illustrate the 
consequences of stubbornness, and verses to memorize.  It also give practical application 
tips. 
 
 
The Family Worship Book 
By Terry L. Johnson  (Description from Vision Forum website www.visionforum.com) A 

Resource Book for Family Devotions. When asked by men, ―What can I do to bring vision to my 

family and win the hearts of my children?‖, my first response is to urge fathers to begin the daily 

practice of family worship. I try to explain that no other single act will do more to reinstate 

fathers as the patriarchal leaders of their families, to bring peace and hope to wives, to disciple 

children, or to foster family unity than the regular practice of worshiping Christ as a family. The 

next comment is, ―I want to have family devotions, but I don‘t know what to do.‖ This book 

answers the five questions I hear from mothers and fathers desperate to begin the journey: What 

is family worship? Why should I do it? What practical tools do other families use in their family 

worship? How can I start? How do I make it a daily practice? My family has enjoyed family 

worship since our marriage began, but I still benefit from The Family Worship Book because it 

provides, under one cover, everything I need (except my Bible) for a rich time of teaching, 

training, and worship. Consider buying multiple copies for your family to share. 

‗The Family Worship Book‘ Reveals: What is family worship?; Why and how you should get 

started; A sample outline for family worship; Sample prayers, creeds, and teaching tools; 

Practical helps; Bible reading records, children‘s catechisms; Three great historical resources 

from Isaac Watts; Text for sixty Psalms and sixty hymns. 

The Young Peacemaker 

by Corlette Sande. (Description from www.peacemaker.net) The Young Peacemaker is a 

powerful system that parents and teachers can use to teach children how to prevent and resolve 

conflict in a constructive and biblically faithful manner.  The system emphasizes principles of 

confession, forgiveness, communication, and character development, and uses realistic stories, 

practical applications, role plays, and stimulating activities.  Although the material is designed 

for 3rd through 7th grades, it has been successfully used with pre-school and high school 

students.  

http://www.doorposts.net/
http://www.visionforum.com/
http://www.peacemaker.net/
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Bible, Character, Family Worship, Missions (continued) 

 

The Original 21 Rules of This House  
By Gregg Harris. (Description from www.christianbook.com) When we make a mess, we clean 

it up." Is that true of the members of your family? Or how about "When we have work to do, we 

do it without complaining?" These are just two examples of the practical guidelines you'll find, 

along with a coloring book and training kit designed to help your family live lovingly and 

considerately with one another. 

 

Uncommon Courtesy  
By Gregg Harris. (Description from www.christianbook.com) Have you noticed that common 

courtesy is not so common? The Uncommon Courtesy kit makes it easy for your children to 

learn proper etiquette. A laminated Master List, individual posters, and coloring book illustrate 

each of the 56 "rules." Your 4- to 12- year-olds will learn how to be considerate of others, 

including phone manners, table manners, rules for church, and more!  

 

Leading Little Ones to God  
By Marian M. Schoolland.  Now regarded as a classic, this book of Bible teachings will help 

children not only to praise God and love Him but also to know Him better.  Written in a 

sprightly, conversational style, the stores are told with clarity and simplicity.  Parents will find 

the book ideal for nurturing in very young Christians a personal relationship with God. 

  

A Child’s Book of Character Building 

By Ron and Rebekah Coriell.  (Description from wwww.christianbook.com)  Give your children 

the basics of godly virtues.  Your child will discover and learn the basic bulding blocks of Christ 

like character with this imaginative, storybook approach to the teaching of basic virtues.  Here is 

an enjoyable, fresh way for parents to teach children the vital character traits taught in the Bible.  

Designed especially for young children, A Child‘s Book of Character Building is unique in its 

approach.  Recommended for ages 3-7.  Each virtue is introduced by a definition and scripture 

verse, and then it is reinforced by stories about the virtue of the Bible, at home, at school, and at 

play.  Older children can read the book alone, but parents and teachers still enjoy reading the 

books to their youngsters and helping them apply it to their lives.  Book one includes:  

Attentiveness, Obedience, Faith, Wisdom, Creativity, Tenderheartedness, Diligence, 

Thankfulness, Patience, Honesty, Contentment, and Joy. 

 

My Creation Bible 

By Ken Ham. For ages 2-7.  (description from www.answersingenesis.org)  A lavishly illustrated, 

biblically faithful text for children. Ham, known for his dynamic presentations, writes in 

delightful verse, and explains difficult passages in a thoughtful way.  Includes a CD that reads 

the book to you.   

 

Children's Bible ESV  
(Red with white on the cover)  Real ESV Bible with some beautiful illustrations throughout and 

Bible study helps at the beginning and the end.   

http://www.christianbook.com/
http://www.christianbook.com/
http://www.answersingenesis.org/
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Bible, Character, Family Worship, Missions (continued) 
 

The 60-day Wonder Devotional Book  
From Child Evangelism Fellowship.  (www.cefpress.com/store/home.php) Devotional books for 

children. There are 10 volumes in the series.  Each one is 99 cents. 

  

Training Hearts Teaching Minds  

By Starr Meade.  This book of daily readings contains a question and answer from the shorter 

catechism with six days' worth of devotional readings for each question (with 107 questions 

total).   

 

Kids of Courage  
By the Voice of the Martyrs.  The Kids of Courage FREE eight-page quarterly newsletter was 

launched in 1996 to inform children about Christians who stand firm in their faith even when it 

isn‘t easy. The testimonies of these believers have strengthened the faith of thousands of kids and 

families. In turn, Kids of Courage readers have helped persecuted Christians through prayers and 

projects. (Go to www.persecution.com/link/resources.cfm to sign up.) 

  

Christian Heroes:  Then and Now  
By Janet and Geoff Benge.(YWAM) The stories chronicles the exciting, challenging and deeply 

touching true stories of ordinary men and women whose trust in God accomplished extraordinary 

exploits for His kingdom and glory. www.ywampublishing.com 

  

Heroes for Young Readers  
By Renee Taft Meloche. (YWAM)  Similar to Christian Heroes: Then and Now but targeted to 

younger kids. (www.ywampublishing.com) 

 

 Hero Tales  
By Dave and Neta Jackson.  For children ages 6 to 12.  Stories are drawn from the lives of key 

Christian heroes.  The readings are exciting and educational and designed to help foster Christian 

character.  For each hero, they present a short biography and three true stories. 

 

Missionary Stories with the Millers  
By Mildred A Martin.  Each one of these stories is based on an actual happening from the lives of 

real people.  Follow these missionaries as they respond to God‘s call.  Some of them 

miraculously escape danger, while others face martyrdom for Chris – but the soldiers of the 

Cross always win in the end.  (Other books in this series are worth reading as well) 

 

Mr. Pipes (series) 

By Douglas Bond.  (My son LOVES these books!)  Mr. Pipes takes two young children, Annie 

and Drew, on adventures while they learn a great deal about famous hymns and their writers.  

They also learn about the value of traditional worship and praise 

 

http://www.cefpress.com/store/home.php
http://www.persecution.com/link/resources.cfm
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Bible, Character, Family Worship, Missions (continued) 

 

 

The Lamb  
By John R. Cross.  (Description from www.christianbook.com) The Bible's most important 

message is understandable at a very young age, and you can use this remarkable book to tell your 

children the story of God's plan of redemption from Adam and Eve to Jesus' ascension. Each 

chapter features beautiful illustrations along with a simple text covering central biblical 

teachings. You'll also find follow-up questions and answers to help you discuss what you read 

with your young ones. This book comes with a companion CD that has narration and music. 

Recommended for ages 5 and up. 

 

The Way of the Master for Kids  
By Kirk Cameron and Ray Comfort.  (Description from www.livingwaters.com) The Way of the 

Master for Kids is a book that needs to be on every family bookshelf, and read over and over 

until it is committed to memory. It gives assurance of salvation, and is an invaluable tool for 

combating the secular thinking of our postmodern culture. (www.wayofthemaster.com) 

  

CD,Cassetts, DVD 

Hyms for a Kids Heart (series) CD and book.  Our family uses these for family 

worship.  The words to the hymns are in the book so you can sign along.  Each hymn is 

followed by a story about the hymn writer and/or devotion related to the hymn. 

 

Awesome God CD by Sovereign Grace Ministries 

 

Word and Song Bible and cassettes or CDs    

 

Scripture Memory Songs CD  by Twin sisters 

  

Hide ‘em in Your Heart CD and DVD by Steve Green 

 

Kids Around the World video series & curriculum (Caleb Project) 
 
 

On the Web 

Wonderzone (www.wonderzone.com) games, activities, daily devotionals by child 

evangelism fellowship. 

 

The Character Corner (www.courtshipconnection.com) connecting you with tools for 

teaching character, purity and courtship. 

 

 www.biblegateway.com: different bible translations to compare by typing in a verse or 

passage and free audio bible to listen to 

http://www.christianbook.com/
http://www.livingwaters.com/
http://www.wonderzone.com/
http://www.courtshipconnection.com/
http://www.biblegateway.com/
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Bible, Character, Family Worship, Missions (continued) 

 

www.presidentialprayerteam.org:  encouragement to pray for our nation's leaders.  

check out the free resources with tons of audio stories of famous americans:  inspirational 

moments in the life of our nation, carried out by people from all walks of life—Pilgrims 

and patriots, preachers and presidents, activists, authors and entrepreneurs. Each one 

distinguished him or herself by taking a stand for their Christian faith—sometimes to 

applause and acclaim, and sometimes at great cost. Each encourages us to stand boldly 

for our faith and freedoms today. The American Inspirations are sorted by century, 

recognizing some overlap. 

American Inspirations are taken from The Presidential Prayer Team's American 

Inspirations radio program. Click on a name and a new file will open enabling you to 

listen to a brief story of that American Inspiration. 

There are other things under free resources including archives to the newsletters with 

prayer requests/current events.  The PPT for kids section has newsletter archives. 

  

  

www.gwnews.com:  God's World News:  weekly issues with current events/activities 

during the school year and a summer magazine.  (Divided into various age groups)   

The website has some free stuff and lots of links plus samples of the weekly issues and 

subscription 

http://www.presidentialprayerteam.org/
http://www.gwnews.com/
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Language Arts 

 

Total Language Plus  
Complete Language Arts. includes literature, reading comprehension, grammar (not taught, just 

practice what should be known), vocabulary, handwriting (through dictation), Biblical 

references, spelling, composition projects (not taught, just assigned) and has lists of many other 

project recommendations. (http://totallanguageplus.com) 

 

Shurley English  
Grammar, Vocabulary, Composition (excellent!) 

 

Rod and Staff English  
Grammar/Composition.  4th-8th grade.  This series covers parts of speech, proper usage, 

diagramming, and offers well-designed composition exercises.  I definitely recommend the 

teacher‘s manuals.   There is a fair amount of repetition from year to year, which helps reinforce 

the concepts.  Each book has about 120 lessons.  We schedule 30-45 minutes per lesson.  I 

suppose you could skip year 5 and year 7, and spread the other 3 books over the 5-year period  

(4th-8th grade), if that worked better for your situation. 

 

Imitation in Writing  

Composition. By Matt Whitling.  These books use the time-tested methodology of studying 

famous writing.  (e.g., Aesop‘s Fables, Fair Tales). The books have been formatted so students 

can outline and imitate each story, paying particular attention to the definitions and use 

of copious vocabulary words. (www.logosschool.com) 

 

Wordsmith Apprentice  
Composition.  Grades 4-6. 

 

WriteShop:  An Incremental Approach to Writing  
Composition. 

 

Spelling Power   

Spelling. A great source for spelling lists that last through high school! 

 

The W.I.S.E Guide for Spelling  
Spelling. By Wanda Sanseri 

 

Spelling Workout 
Spelling/Vocabulary.  Series, books A-H (Modern Curriculum Press).  I use one book (36 

lessons) per year for 1st to 8th grade.  Each lesson requires about 45 minutes – 1 hour to 

complete (we spread over 3-4 days).  I have not purchased the teacher‘s manuals (basically an 

answer key), but if the teacher is weak on spelling/vocab, or wanted students to self-check, the 

answer key would be helpful.  It is in (consumable) workbook format.  I think the crossword 

puzzles, analogies, and proofreading exercises are well-designed and add interest. (They also 

provide good preparation for standardized tests.) 
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Explode the Code 
Phonics.  I use these workbooks as a supplement to my phonics program. 

 

Phonics Pathways 
Learning to Read/Phonics.  By Dolores G. Hiskes 

 

Teaching Reading at Home and School 
Learning to Read/Phonics. By Wanda Sanseri 

 

Handwriting without Tears 
Handwriting:!!!  (Love it!) 

  

Books/Reading Lists 

Honey for a Child's heart  

 

Books Children Love:  A Guide to the Best Children’s Literature 

 

The Book Tree:  A Christian Reference for Children’s Books 

 

Ambleside online  (www.amblesideonline.org) a free online curriculum designed to be 

as close as possible to the curriculum that Charlotte Mason used in her own PNEU 

schools. Our goal is to be true to Charlotte Mason's high literary standards. 

 

1000 Good Book List (www.classical-homeschooling.org/celoop/1000.html) online list 

of 1000 books by reading level and type. 

 

 Dover Evergreen unabridged classics 

 

Bob Books (www.bobbooks.com) 

   

How much can a Bare Bear Bear.  What are homonyms and homophones?; To root to 

Toot to Parachute: What is a verb?  There are lots more books in the same series all by 

Brian Cleary 

 

The Whole Story Series Unabridged classics.  Includes  Little Women, Around the 

World in 80 days and more  

 

Catalogs (good for book references) Veritas Press (www.veritaspress.com), Sonlight 

(www.sonlight.com), Keepers of the Faith (www.keepersofthefaith.com), Grace and 

Truth Books (www.graceandtruthbooks.com), Rod and Staff (www.rodandstaff.com) 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/105-3321576-9647624?%5Fencoding=UTF8&search-type=ss&index=books&field-author=Dolores%20G.%20Hiskes
http://www.classical-homeschooling.org/celoop/1000.html
http://www.bobbooks.com/
http://www.keepersofthefaith.com/
http://www.graceandtruthbooks.com/
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Language Arts (continued)  

 

 

DVD/CD’s 

Leap frog DVDs:  Letter Factory, Talking Words Factory, Code Word Capers, Storybook 

Factory 

 

Cozy Grammar DVD (www.splashesfromtheriver.com) 

  

School House Rock DVD:  Grammar rock 

  

Audio Memory Grammar songs CD 

 

Games/Toys 

Happy Phonics games from The Love to Learn catalog (lovetolearn.net) 

 

Leap Pad Word Whammer toy with magnetic letters  

  

Boggle and Boggle Junior games 

 

On the Web 

www.starfall.com 

  

www.wordworld.com (web site with games and new show on PBS) 

 

http://www.starfall.com/
http://www.wordworld.com/
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Educational Games/Toys 

 

Vision Forum catalogue (www.visionforum.com)  They have an All American Boy‘s Adventure 

Catalogue and the Beautiful Girlhood Collection.   

 

Timberdoodle (www.timberdoodle.com) 

Time Well Spent (www.timewellspent.org) 

Bridge Street Toys (www.bridgestreettoys.com). Girder and panel construction building sets. 

 

HearthSong  (www.hearthsong.com) 

 

Back to Basic Toys (www.backtobasicstoys.com) 

 

Highlights (www.shophighlights.com) 

 

Constructive Playthings (www.constplay.com) 

 

Steve Spangler Science (www.stevespanglerscience.com)   

 

Love to Learn (www.lovetolearn.net) 

 

Nature's Workshop Plus is the place!  Many Heritage Builders have probably seen their booth 

at the Convention and other homeschooling events.  But, did you know that they have a 

wondrous catalog filled with even more toys, games, puzzles and books?  Yes!  Some of my 

favorites are:  Flippers-a great game for all ages (flip your "flippers" into a box), a balloon 

powered wooden boat (hey, this could be a science lesson as well) and an Aerobie Flying Ring 

(have heard of a homeschooler who can do marvelous tricks with this frisbee-like toy).  There 

are many science kits and arts/crafts kits for the older kids, as well.  And for the child who has 

everything?  A skunk skin cap! (not really skunk fur, honest!)  

  

For those wanting the new catalog, call 888-393-5663 or visit 

www.workshopplus.com/index.html.  You can call ahead and make a personal visit.  Did you 

know Nature's Workshop Plus is actually right here in Pittsboro!  Although they plan to move 

soon to larger quarters, they are currently located in a small warehouse-type building.  So, you're 

welcome to grab another mom and come on over, but you might want to leave the kids home due 

to rough/crowded conditions. (Can't buy Christmas presents with them there anyway, right?!) 

 Good news is, NWP will be opening a store in Danville (3055 Main St.) after the first of the 

year.  Next year's Christmas shopping will be even easier.  

http://www.visionforum.com/
http://www.timberdoodle.com/
http://www.timewellspent.org/
http://www.bridgestreettoys.com/
http://www.hearthsong.com/
http://www.backtobasicstoys.com/
http://www.shophighlights.com/
http://www.constplay.com/
http://www.stevespanglerscience.com/
http://www.lovetolearn.net/
http://www.workshopplus.com/index.html
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Indiana Educational Events and Field Trips 

Resource Guides 

Resource Guide for Home Educators in Central Indiana Gives great ideas for field 

trips. It is a little outdated but still very useful.  (Brownsburg Library Call # 371.042 

RES). 

Indiana Festivals (by month): www.indianafestivals.org/september.html 

 

Homeschool Field Trip Ideas:  
www.homeschooling.gomilpitas.com/trips/IndianaTrips.htm 

www.indy.org  

www.visitindiana.com 

 

 

Specific Events 

Maple Syrup Festivals 

Leane and Michaels’ Sugarbush Festival, Salem IN. (Feb 23 &24, March 1 &2, 

2008). (http://www.lmsugarbush.com)  Their web site has a unity study to 

accompany the event. 

Parke County Maple Syrup Festival and Bille Creek Village.  (Late Feb and 

Early March).  Travel country roads with world famous covered bridges and tour 

maple syrup camps throughout the county. See how maple syrup is made down at 

the "sugar camp" and sample its wonderful flavor.  The festival headquarters is 

located at the county 4-H Fairgrounds. Maps and information will be provided for 

all the places you‘ll want to visit in Parke County.  When we went two years ago 

we also toured Billie Creek Village, opened only for the festival, to see how they 

made syrup the ―old fashioned‖ way (www.billiecreek.org/index.html) 

Civil War Days at Conner Prairie (Usually in the spring) there is a live battle 

reenactment (www.connerprairie.org).   

Veteran’s Day parade  (info from www.indy.org)  Admission: Free. Annual parade to 

honor area military veterans. Memorial service to be conducted 11-11:30 at the War 

Memorial. Veterans Day Parade through downtown Indianapolis will be 11:30 a.m.-1 

p.m. Parade starts at Michigan and Pennsylvania Sts., heads south on Pennsylvania St. to 

New York St., west on New York St. to Meridian St., then north on Meridian St. to St. 

Clair St. Following the parade, Monument Circle will host a Civil War reenactment 

featuring soldiers "mustering in" drill, marching and firing muskets on the hour (each 

hour until 4 p.m.). 

http://www.indianafestivals.org/september.html
http://homeschooling.gomilpitas.com/trips/IndianaTrips.htm
http://www.indy.org/
http://www.visitindiana.com/
http://www.connerprairie.org/events/civil_war_weekend.aspx
http://www.indy.org/
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Indiana Educational Events and Field Trips (continued) 

Covered Bridge Festival  (www.parkecounty.com) This countywide festival always 

starting on the 2nd Friday in October is nationally known as one of the largest. Enjoy 

visiting 9 communities throughout the county with a wide array of shopping and a variety 

of food that is sure to please everyone. 2005 winner of Travelocity ―Big Secrets Local 

Finds‖ 

Mississinewa 1812 (www.mississinewa1812.com). Usually in October.  Mississinewa 

1812 is the largest War of 1812 living history event in the United States.  sponsored by 

the Mississinewa Battlefield Society, it is a historical commemoration of the Battle of 

Mississinewa fought here on December 17-18, 1812.  It is a step back in time to 1812.  It 

has military encampments, an Indian village, and more. 

The Renaissance Festival in Fishers takes place every year in October 

(www.renaissancefestival.com). This fit in nicely with our study of the Middle Ages!   

The Feast of the Hunters' Moon is a re-creation of the annual fall gathering of the 

French and Native Americans which took place Fort Ouiatenon, a fur-trading outpost in 

the mid - 1700s. It is held annually in early autumn on the banks of the Wabash River, 

four miles southwest of West Lafayette, Indiana. (www.tcha.mus.in.us/feast.htm).  

12 (FREE) Days of (Indy) Christams (www.indy.org)  The holidays are the season of 

giving and 12 Indianpolis-area attractions are in the spirit of the season.  That is why they 

have come together to give you the gift of FREE admission to their wonderful attractions. 

 

Other Field Trip Ideas 

 

Fair Oaks Farms (www.fofarms.com) The art of dairy is what we do, and on the 

extraordinary Fair Oaks Farms, our family is honored to make the freshest milk, award 

winning cheeses and fine ice cream, everyday, for you.  We are so passionate about our 

extraordinary dairy; we invite you to visit us ­ any day and every day. Explore with us the 

Seven Wonders of the Dairy Adventure. The whole family is sure to share moo-mentous 

fun! 

 

Vincinnes (www.vincennescvb.org) We took a bus and visited the George Rogers Clark 

Memorial, Indiana Historical Sites and several other places at one time (as well as 

picking up an Amish guide and visiting Amish businesses and homes and even buggy 

rides)  and spent the night.  

http://www.parkecounty.com/
http://www.mississinewa1812.com/
http://www.renaissancefestival.com/
http://www.tcha.mus.in.us/feast.htm
http://www.indy.org/
http://www.vincennescvb.org/
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Math 

Curriculum 

Math-U-See  We LOVE Math-U-See!!!  MUS is a concept-based math which uses 

manipulatives to give a visual presentation of the concept.  Each new concept is 

presented via a short video (DVD or VHS) which usually only takes about 5 minutes.  

Often, the student is able to proceed forward in their work without much teacher 

assistance.  Also, I love the order in which it teaches each concept.  It is far more logical 

than most math curricula.  (Example:  child learns 5 + ___ = 8.  Once that concept is 

mastered, subtraction is presented.  8 - 5 = ___).  Anyway, Math-U-See is our pick! 

Horizons  I really like the Horizons Math. I've used K and 1 so far. Both kids enjoy the 

books a lot. 

Saxon   We have used Saxon (K thru 76) and have really appreciated the review it 

provides.  My son has a solid foundation in math concepts.  Since there are so many math 

problems, if my son understands a concept, we skip some of the problems. 

Books 

The library has these.  Each author has two samples but the library has many more 

titles for each author: 

  

Stuart Murphy books  

Missing Mittens- As a farmer tries to find the correct number of mittens for his various 

farmyard animals, the reader is introduced to odd and even numbers.       

Shark Swimathon-As members of a swim team do laps to qualify for swim camp, readers 

can practice subtracting two-digit numbers to see how many laps are left to go.       

  

Loreen Leedy books 
Measuring Penny-Lisa learns about the mathematics of measuring by measuring her dog 

Penny with all sorts of units, including pounds, inches, dog biscuits, and cotton swabs 

Mission--addition-Miss Prime and her animal students explore addition by finding many 

examples in the world around them.       

  

 

Cindy Neuschwander books 
Sir Cumference and the sword in the cone-Sir Cumference, Radius, and Sir Vertex search 

for Edgecalibur, the sword that King Arthur has hidden in a geometric solid.  

Sir Cumference and the First Round Table – assisted by his knight, Sir Cumference, 

and using ideas offered by his wife and son, King Arthur finds the perfect shape for his 

table. 
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 Math (continued) 

 Barbara Barbieri McGrath books 

The "M & M's" brand count to one hundred book- Explains how to count up to 100 

pieces of M&M candy by ones, twos, fives, and tens. 

Skittles bite size candies riddles math- Skittles" "RM" Bite Size Candies, adorn each page 

and help young mathematicians visualize advanced math concepts, such as number 

sentences and fractions. Fun, clever riddles help kids think through the problems and are 

a great introduction to more advanced word problems. 

 

Online  

www.dltk-kids.com: this site has printable worksheets, make your own bingo games, 

math crafts, links to other math sites. 

www.etacuisenaire.com: sells math supplies. They also provide a book list in their 

"math and literature" section many of which can be found in the library-picture books 

cover most math topics. 

Games 

Chutes and Ladders: learn counting to 100 

Monopoly:  adding and subtracting 

Head Full of Numbers 
  

DVD/Video 

Math Circus by Leapfrog: Watch the Quidget Family and the Subtractobats perform high-

flying feats of mathematics! In this astounding story, Leap, Lily, Tad and wacky Professor 

Quigley train numbers to count, add, and subtract in a series of amazing circus acts. Numbers 

and Quidgets fly from trampolines, trapezes and cannons as they teach early mathematical 

concepts.  

  

Mathtacular:  (see www.mathtacular.com and Sonlight websites for video samples)  write up 

from Sonlight:  Apples teach fractions, cars serve as rulers, and a bear hunter shares his snacks! 

There's even Time for Friends. And the best part is this: you'll have fun learning math in every 

minute of this video... We armed Justin with a complete list of math concepts from every Math K 

program we carry—Saxon, Singapore, and Horizons. He gathered all sorts of manipulatives—

from blocks and clocks, to marbles and cars!—and created nearly 100 real-world scenarios to 

demonstrate how math surrounds us in our everyday experiences. Learn about everything from 

addition, subtraction, place value and estimating, to ordinal numbers, mass, area, fractions, 

money and more. Justin‘s unique style and humor captivates in this new DVD. You get over four 

hours of math activities and games—plus PDF training tools you can print from your computer 

at home. 

  

http://www.dltk-kids.com/
http://www.etacuisenaire.com/
http://www.mathtacular.com/
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Science 

 

Great Science Adventures by Dina Zike and Susan Simpson 

We had more fun with this curriculum than any other that we have ever used.  Kids create their 

own little reader books that contain the details of each of the 24 lessons/book.  Each lesson 

contains hands-on activities, experiments, additional activity options and more.  Kids create little 

flip-books or charts from the reproducible graphics pages that help them retain what they 

learned.  They cut and glue and color and label and experiment.  It also includes great 

vocabulary.  (Would need a copy machine if teaching more than one student).  This curriculum 

does take some prep-time. Grades K-8th multilevel teaching (best for 3rd - 6th if using as 

individual program).  $24 per book (each book is a specific study:  Insects, Body & 

Senses, Ocean, Space, Light & Sound, Tools & Technology, Earth's Landforms). 

www.greatscienceadventures.com 

 

Apologia Young Explorer Series:  Exploring Creation with Botany, Astronomy, Zoology, etc.  

This curriculum is geared towards 2nd-6
th

 grades. The material is presented in a conversational, 

engaging style that makes the learning enjoyable.  There are not worksheets.  The students are 

encouraged to write what they learn in notebooks or through narration.  There are also fun and 

―do-able‖ projects and experiments.  This series uses the immersion approach, by focusing on 

one subject for the entire year in order to help the children think critically and retain complex 

information.  www.apologia.com 

   

Classes taught by our own Andrea Squibb - she has a passion for science and is an excellent 

teacher 

 

Online 

  

www.Froguts.com:  virtual dissection.  It is a subscription website but there are several 

free demo samples:  owl pellet, frog and squid 

  

www.brainpop.com:  informative videos, experiments.  It is a subscription website, but 

there are some free ones.  Examples:  How chocolate is made?, What is an eclipse?, Are 

penguins only found at the South Pole?, What is the electromagnetic spectrum?   

  

www.stevespanglerscience.com:  science supplies and lots of fun free videos to watch 

online of him doing science experiments for the news channel in his city (click on the top 

bar under videos).   

  

www.hometrainingtools.com:  science supplies and free newsletters with experiments, 

ideas and stuff 

  

www.workshopplus.com:  science supplies from Nature's workshop plus 

  

www.howstuffworks.com:  information about how things work 

  

http://www.greatscienceadventures.com/
http://www.froguts.com/
http://www.brainpop.com/
http://www.stevespanglerscience.com/
http://www.hometrainingtools.com/
http://www.workshopplus.com/
http://www.howstuffworks.com/
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Games 

  

Somebody The Human Anatomy Game: This ever popular game teaches the names, 

locations, and functions of body parts, a fabulous way to learn human anatomy! Game 

includes 4 game boards, each with a body outline plus reusable vinyl stickers to be placed 

on the body. You also receive 2 different sets of cards, one just with names of body parts 

for younger children, and one deck listing body part functions as well (no reproductive 

parts). Four increasingly difficult levels of play. Ages 6-12, but fun for all ages. 

 

Magazines   

  

Nature's friend magazine:  monthly Christian magazine with interesting articles and 

beautiful pictures.  See sample articles on their website.  They also have a store. 

www.dogwoodridgeoutdoors.com. 

  

Books 

 

Usborne books and DK (Dorling Kindersley ) books 

  

Magic School bus books:  sample titles:  The Magic School bus wet all over:  a book 

about the water cycle, The Magic School bus gets baked in a cake:  a book about kitchen 

chemistry 

  

The New Way Things Work by David Macaulay 

  

The Let's Read and Find Out Science series:  Sample titles:  How many teeth?, Ant 

Cities, How a seed grows? 

 

 Places to go 

 

Central Indiana Regional Science and Engineering Fair:  March 18
th

 and 20
th

.  

Homescoolers can enter. My son really enjoyed the experience. See 

http://www.cirsef.org/index.html for details. 

 

State Museum often has great programs as well. 

  

Lilly Health Center 
  

 

http://www.dogwoodridgeoutdoors.com/
http://www.dk.com/
http://www.cirsef.org/index.html
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DVD/VHS 

 

Sonlight Science DVDs 

My science favorite for young elementary students is definitely the science DVDs from 

Sonlight.  They took all the science experiments from the Sonlight early elementary 

curriculums and performed them on DVD (there are 3 I believe).  When my kids were 

younger they were some of their favorite videos to watch.  And they learned all kinds of 

scientific principles without all the experiment mess!  I know nothing can replace 

actually performing an experiment, but this is a close second.  The scientist who does the  

experiments (and the out-takes they filmed) are really funny sometimes too.  They are 

called InquisiKids Discover and Do, volumes 1, 2, and 3.   
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Art 

 

 

How to Teach Art to Children. For grades 1-6.  Teaches in easy to do and understand format 

things like line, shape, color, value, texture, form and space. 

 

Indianapolis Museum of Art 

Dutton Educational Resource Center 

The Jane S. Dutton Educational Resource Center opened in August 1997 and provides a 

variety of art resources that may be borrowed by the public. The Center provides 

educational tools for presenting and reinforcing lessons on art and cultures spanning the 

world and time. Often used in combination, we have videos, education objects, teacher 

packets, slides and museum kits that may be borrowed for free. For a specific listing of 

our resources, please see the resource catalog or search our holdings through the IMCPL 

catalog. Loan periods range from two to six weeks. To review the specifics of our 

policies, please read our policy agreement and circulation policies. The Center is open to 

all without appointment during our open hours. If you have any questions or would like 

more information, please contact us at either 317-920-2675 or 

resourcecenter@imamuseum.org.  Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday, 11 am to 5 

pm. Thursday, 11 am to 8 pm. Closed Sunday and Monday 

"How great thou art" art curriculum:  www.howgreatthouart.com (sample lessons on the 

website) 

  

Fine arts primer picture books:  (write up from veritas press catalog)  1.  Suzette and the 

Puppy by Joan Sweeney:  When a delightful little girl named Suzette and her nursemaid take 

their daily walk in a Paris park, Suzette befriends a cute little puppy that belongs to an elegant 

America lady. So begins the warm-hearted story of a new friendship. It also turns out to be the 

story of how a fine and now famous painting came into existence." 2.  Camille and the 

Sunflowers by Laurence Anholt A story about Vincent van Gogh. One day a strange man arrived 

in Camille's town. He had a straw hat and a yellow beard. . . The strange man is the artist 

Vincent van Gogh, seen through the eyes of a young boy entranced by Vincent's painting.  Other 

ones are:  The Boy Who Loved to Draw, Katie Meets the Impressionists, Henri Matisse: Drawing 

with Scissors, Degas and the Little Dancer, Leonardo and the Flying Boy, The First Starry 

Night, Katie and the Mona Lisa.  (see sample pages on amazon.com)  

 

Music 

 

An Introduction to the Classics:  VOX Music Masters 

 

Classical Kids: Symphony stories for all Ages. 

Music ace deluxe computer program:  www.harmonicvision.com-you can download a 

free demo.  Designed by music education professionals, Music Ace Deluxe is a 

mailto:resourcecenter@imamuseum.org
http://www.howgreatthouart.com/
http://www.harmonicvision.com-you/
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comprehensive series of music lessons and games that teach beginning music students of 

all ages the basics of music theory, rhythm, pitch, note reading, listening, and the 

keyboard. No previous musical experience or instrument is required 

   

Music ace deluxe computer program:  www.harmonicvision.com-you can download a 

free demo.  Designed by music education professionals, Music Ace Deluxe is a 

comprehensive series of music lessons and games that teach beginning music students of 

all ages the basics of music theory, rhythm, pitch, note reading, listening, and the 

keyboard. No previous musical experience or instrument is required 

 

 

http://www.harmonicvision.com-you/

